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History of Fire Prevention on “The Hill”
2003 to 2010:

◦ Improved Hillside and Gateview access points 

◦ “Hazardous Fire Area” signage posted at trail 
entrances

◦ Knox padlocks added to all access gates

◦ Fire roads re-established, and improved annually, at 
the top of Taft, and from , Top of the Hill to Pierce St 
by AFD personnel and Public Works.

◦ Our First Type-6 engine is placed in service

◦ Shelterbelt hired to perform annual vegetation 
management along fire roads and Creekside Park

2010 to present:

2011  update to 1991 Albany Hill Plan

2012  Albany Hill Creekside Master Plan

2016  Measure R funds for Vegetation Mgmt.

2017  Albany Hill Vegetation Mgmt. Cord.

2020  Dry standpipe installed to supply fire road 
hydrant on top of hill  

2021   Hydrant will be installed at Taft 
turnaround



Vegetation Management on “The Hill”
CREEKSIDE GRASSES CROSSROADS



Vegetation Management on “The Hill”
WEST SLOPE DEAD AND DOWN WESTERN MID SLOPE DEAD AND DOWN



Fire Prevention Guidance  
California Fire Code 2019
◦ Chapter 49 Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas 

◦ Section 4906 Hazardous Vegetation and Fuel Management

Albany Municipal Code
◦ Chapter XI: Fire Prevention

California Building Code

2012 Albany Hill Creekside Master Plan

Standard Operating Procedure-24: Albany Hill Patrol

https://up.codes/viewer/california/ca-fire-code-2019/chapter/49/requirements-for-wildland-urban-interface-fire-areas#49


Albany Hill 
Patrols

• Performed daily during 
CalFire declared Fire 
Season 

• Occur twice a day 
during Red Flag 
warning events



Vegetation 
Guidance Provided 
to Property Owners  

1. Ensure all grasses are no greater than 4 inches in height 
that are within 30 feet of any walking trail, parking areas, 
seating areas, picnic tables, or other places people 
congregate on your property.

2. Ensure all grasses are no greater than 6 inches in height 
throughout your property unless otherwise stated in #1.

3. Limb up all trees 8 feet that are greater than 24 feet tall 
(see illustration below) on your property.

4. Limb up all trees 1/3 their height that are less than 24 feet 
tall on your property.

5. Remove all “fuel jackpots” (leaf litter, logs, tree trunk 
rounds, dead branches, dead ivy/poison oak, 
shredded/draping bark, and dead vegetation) on your 
property.

6. Ensure bushes and shrubs have a separation of 3 times 
their height from all trees on your property.

7. Ensure the removal of any duff layers greater than 2 inches 
throughout your property.



Access Points
GATEVIEW AVE. HILLSIDE AVE.



Access Points

TAFT FIRE ROAD GATE TAFT TO JACKSON TRAIL



Access Points
PIERCE ST. TO FIRE ROAD/TRAIL CREEKSIDE FIRE ROAD/TRAIL



Access Points
JACKSON STREET MADISON STREET



Cross-
Departmental 
Collaboration

Public Works

• Vegetation management
• Natural Areas Coordinator

Margot Cunningham

• Capitol Improvement 
Projects

• Encampment mitigation



Cross-Departmental 
Collaboration

Community 
Development

• Building code 
enforcement

• Planning and 
Development



Cross-Departmental
Collaboration

Albany Police

• Hill Patrols
• Encampment 

mitigation
• Investigating Arson 

Fires



Cross-Departmental
Collaboration

Neighborhood

Services

• Homeless outreach & 
Engagement

• Encampment 
mitigation



Community 
Partnerships and 

Collaborators

Friends of Albany Hill

Friends of Five Creeks

CERT

Golden Gate Development Co.

Gateview HOA

Bridge Water HOA

Bayside Commons HOA



Community 
Outreach

• Annual Abatement Letters 

• Critical Fire Area signage

• Evacuation Drills

• Firesafe landscape resources
Firesafe Landscaping resources

http://www.diablofiresafe.org/tolerance.html



Current and Future Plans
Current

Coordinated training with Mutual-Aid Departments
 Berkeley Fire
 El Cerrito Fire
 Richmond Fire

Install additional fire hydrant at top of Taft Ave

Continue Fire Prevention and Code enforcement efforts

Collaborate with Regional Resources experiencing 
similar Eucalyptus issues  

Future

Update 2012 Albany Hill Creekside Master Plan

Seek and Apply for Grant Funding to complete 

 Vegetation Management projects

Review and implement vegetation management 
suggestions for Albany Hill Tree Study



Recent Fire Protection Improvements
FIRE ROAD HYDRANT TAFT FDC TO FIRE ROAD HYDRANT



Training with Berkeley Fire on “The Hill”
2181-TYPE 6 ENGINE BERKELEY FD TYPE 3 ENGINE



Questions
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